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God has appointed Jesus to judge everyone, alive and dead.

A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Peter proceeded to speak and said,
"In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears

him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the
Israelites as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has
happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the holy Spirit and power.

He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem.

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third
day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by
God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one
appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear
witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his
name."

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the more.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS

For if, by the transgression of one person, death came to reign through that one,
how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of
justification come to reign in life through the one person Jesus Christ.

In conclusion, just as through one transgression condemnation came upon all, so
through one righteous act acquittal and life came to all.

For just as through the disobedience of one person the many were made sinners, so
through the obedience of one the many will be made righteous.

The law entered in so that transgression might increase but, where sin increased,
grace overflowed all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign
through justification for eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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Let us walk in newness of life.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into

his death?
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.
For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be
united with him in the resurrection.

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.
We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over
him.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.
For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then,

whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.
For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead

and the living.
For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written:
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then each of us shall give an account of
himself to God.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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Death is swallowed up in victory.

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS

Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be
changed, in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet

For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.

For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility, and that which
is mortal must clothe itself with immortality.

And when this which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility and this
which is mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall come
about:

"Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, death, is your victory? Where, O death,
is your sting?"

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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We have an everlasting home in heaven.

A READING FROM THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE
CORINTHIANS

We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a
building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven.

So we are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in the
body, we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.

Yet we are courageous, and we would rather leave the body and go home to the
Lord. Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive recompense, according to what one did in the body, whether good or evil.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS

Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be
known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God
that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters , whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me.
Then the God of peace will be with you.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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If we have died with him, we shall live with him.

A READING FROM THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO TIMOTHY

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is my
gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word
of God is not chained.

Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they
too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory.

This saying is trustworthy:
If we have died with him we shall also live with him;
if we persevere we shall also reign with him.
But if we deny him, he will deny us.
If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful
for he cannot deny himself.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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We shall see God as he really is.

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN

See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of
God. Yet so we are.

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we
are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed.

We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
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There will be no more death.

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION

I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more.

I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race.
He will dwell with them and they will be his people
and God himself will always be with them as their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be
no more death or mourning, wailing or pain,
for the old order has passed away."
The one who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things

new."
Then he said, "Write these words down, for they are trustworthy and true."
He said to me, “They are accomplished. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the

beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give a gift from the spring of life-giving water. The victor will

inherit these gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son."

THE WORD OF THE LORD.


